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Memorandum 
 
To: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees 
From: Roger Kolman, City Manager 
Re: RWD 5 Treated Water Interconnect 
Date: 6/29/2020 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
In April, May and June of 2019, the watersheds that include the Tulsa region received an extraordinary 
amount of rainfall that caused several of the reservoirs along the Verdigris and Arkansas Rivers to reach 
flood stages. As a result, water was released from the reservoirs that created flood conditions along 
those rivers downstream from the reservoirs.  
 
Around Coweta, the Verdigris River left its banks and flooded areas of land up to 2 miles from the main 
channel. During that flooding, the raw water intake station that serves the City of Coweta’s water plant 
was inundated and became non-operational. At that point, Coweta lacked the ability to pump raw water 
to feed the plant and continue to make potable water. 
 
Wagoner County Rural Water District No. 5 (RWD5), operates a water plant that is approximately ¾ of a 
mile to the southeast of Coweta’s plant and pumps raw water from the same oxbow of the Verdigris 
River that Coweta does. RWD5’s intake structure is on a floating dock, which provides some relief from 
the rising flood waters. However, those flood waters came dangerously close to the electrical system 
feeding the intake structure which then could have put that plant out of production as well. Those two 
plants provide water to approximately 25,000 Oklahomans and the loss of both plants would have been 
a major disaster for this area.  
 
During the flood emergency, the importance of reestablishing the cross connection between the two 
systems was discussed to help ensure that most, if not all, of those 25,000 Oklahomans would have 
adequate potable water should one of the two plants fail. RWD5, was able to reestablish that 
connection near the location where the two systems formerly were cross connected. Using labor from 
RWD5 and the City, as well as outside contractors, the two systems are now connected.  
 
RWD5 paid all the outside costs for parts and labor related to the project (totaling $38,563.57) and 
substantially completed the work in July 2019. Due to the Presidentially Declared Disaster, the project 
was submitted to FEMA for reimbursement. After several attempts to navigate the project through the 
federal bureaucracy, RWD5 received a final denial letter from FEMA. RWD5 is now seeking 
reimbursement for ½ of the costs of this mutually beneficial project totaling $19,281.79. 
 
The Coweta Public Works Authority has adequate fiscal resources in the current fiscal year to cover 
these costs. 
 
 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the payment to Wagoner County Rural Water District No. 5 for one-half 
of the costs to create a cross-connection between the two water systems. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Wagoner County Rural Water District No. 5 Invoices 
FEMA Denial Letter 
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