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Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council
From: Michael Bell, Chief of Police
Re: Approval for Mayor to Sign Agreement with BIA

Date: August 11, 2020

BACKGROUND

On July 6™, 2020, the United States Supreme Court made a ruling on the McGirt v. Oklahoma in which
confirmed that the City of Coweta is located within the boundaries of the Muscogee Creek Nation
reservation. This decision has placed some restriction on how the Coweta Police Department can interact
with Native Americans such as traffic stops, citation, and arrests. It has also placed restriction as to which
courts have jurisdiction over crimes committed by Native Americans within these boundaries.

The City of Coweta has currently entered into a written agreement with the Muscogee Creek Nation which
will allow our city officers to be cross deputized with the Creek Light Horse Police Department. This
agreement allows our officers to write citation and arrest Native Americans for misdemeanor crimes only.

Therefore, the Coweta Police Department has applied for a Cross Deputization Agreement with the
Bureau Of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the Muscogee Creek nation which will allow our officers to receive
federal commissions from the BIA and authorize them to work felony crimes committed by Native
Americans within our city limits.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends a motion to approve the attached Deputation Agreement with the BIA and Creek
Nation, and to allow the Mayor and Chief of Police to sign this agreement and any other papers required
to maintain this agreement. This page will be connected to the Deputation Agreement and then filed with
the State of Oklahoma Attorney General’s office by the BIA upon completion.

Attachments:

1. Current BIA/State of Oklahoma approved agreement
2. City of Coweta Addendum signature page



