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Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Roger Kolman, City Manager

Re: Ordinance 834

Date: 6/1/2020

BACKGROUND

In July of 2009, the Coweta City Council adopted Ordinance 700, which amended Part 8 of the City Code
related to Health and Sanitation by inserting language requiring that abutting property owners maintain
the unpaved rights of way, keeping such free of rubbish, trees, and other obstructions. The Ordinance
also specifically required the property owner to “maintain the swale or ditch grading, including the filling
of holes.” When the City of Coweta completed the last codification project in 2012, this ordinance was
somehow left out of that process and therefore is not currently in effect.

The accompanying proposed ordinance recovers the following language from Ordinance 700 and places
it within Part 14 Section 117 which pertains to Streets and Public Works:

It is the duty of the owner of any lot or piece of ground abutting any street to keep the area clean
and to remove all materials, snow or ice, trash, weeds, refuse, rubbish or hazards of any kind and
to keep the area in good repair and to maintain complete vegetative coverage of a common
grass species or other ground cover plantings on the unpaved public right-of-way abutting their
property to prevent mud and other debris from running into the street. This maintenance
responsibility includes the maintenance of grass, trees, shrubs, hedges, and/or any other
approved landscape plantings; the replacement of dead plantings or grass; and the maintenance
of the swale or ditch grading, including the filling of holes.

The remainder of Part 14 Section 117 remains largely unchanged from the currently existing City Code.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends adoption of the ordinance.
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